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this editorial, is not to discuss the ques- 

tion from a political standpoint, but rath- 

er to draw some moral and religious les- 
sons from that which came under our" ob- 

servation on Thursday of last week, May 

30. It was Decoration day, and our town 
of Ashland, had made extensive prepara- 

tions for a "great day," and a great day 

it was—for the saloon keepers; it gave 
abundant evidence of the fact that after 

all times are not so "hard." It is stated 
upon good authority, that the saloon 

keepers headed a petition to get a big 

show to town on that day. To this peti- 
tion were attached the names of some of 

the prominent citizens of Ashland, prom- 

ising to pay a certain amount as a bait to 
bring the show here, throwing their in- 

fluence on the side of the saloon and help- 

ing to fill their coffers with the hard earned 

money of the thousands of poor people. 

As we observed the people going into 
town on that day we were compelled to 

say, what enthusiasm ! Sitting under a 

shade tree by the hall, we observed no 
less than 125 teams enter the town in one 

hour's time, and that on but oAe of the 
eight roads that lead into Ashland. The 

number of people was estimated at from 

8000 to 10000 people. What did it all 

mean ? Had the people come to town to 

take part in the religious services of the day, 
to assist in decorating the graves of those 

who died for the land that is dear to us? 

Did they come to receive new inspiration 

and strengthen the feelings of pure pa- 
triotism which should fill the soul of every 

loyal citizen on Decoration day? We 

think not. The money went to the show 

and to the saloon. And who furnished 
it? A good portion of it was supplied by 

church members, professed Christians, by 

men and women whosinginchurchchoirs, 
attend Sabbath-school, pray and give 

testimony at prayer-meeting. It would 

be a safe estimate tosay thatchurch mem- 

bers spent as much money on this one 
day as religion costs the town of Ashland 

in one year. Now what does all this 
mean? 

1. It means, first, that there is such a 

commingling of worldliness with religion, 
that one who stands without becomes not 

only confused but completely disgusted 
with the half way religion of those worldly 

professors. This is damaging to the cause of 
the church and of Christianity, and is the 
one great reason why the church does not 

now exert the mighty influence which it is 

possible for it to exert. Separation is the 

warning cry of the Almighty.     "Come ye 

out from among them and be ye separate." 
Let the church come to a full realization 

of the fact, that "Holiness to the Lord," 
should be inscribed on everything conse- 
crated to God. 

2. It means in the second place, that 

after all, times are not so "hard" as one 
would think. These people had money— 

seemingly plenty of it. Now suppose we 

should appeal to these people for money 
for some good cause, what would be their 
excuse? They would say, "times are 

hard," "money is scarce," "the frosts 

killed all the fruit," "the wheat is dama- 
ged," "the prospects for crops are poor," 

"I have debts to meet." These and nu- 

merous other excuses would be considered 
sufficient to exhonerate them from paying 

anything at all. 

3. It means in the third place, that 
enthusiasm for that which is detrimental 

to morality, for that which appeals to the 

carnal nature runs far higheT than en- 

thusiasm for that which is elevating and 

ennobling in its nature. By no manner 
of advertising could such a crowd be gath- 

ered from a similar territory, in the inter- 

ests of some religious cause—the cause of 

Christ. If it were widely announced that 
there would be a gathering of all classes 

of people in the interest of humanity, a 

meeting to devise some means for the bet- 

terment of the poorer classes, it would 

be impossible to create such enthusiasm. 

4. It means in the fourth place, that 

the saloon element has a tremendous pow- 

er and influence over the people. It is 

high time that the church awakes to the 

fact, that with its half-way Christians, 
cold anil worldly professors, cowards who 

are afraid to do the right—the saloon ex- 
erts a greater influence for evil, than the 

church docs for good. Let the church 

learn here and now, that with every mem- 

ber doing his duty, Standing Up, and bold- 
ly and fearlessly, declaring for the right, 

the power of the saloon will meet its Water- 

loo in one year's time.    Will we do it? 
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earthly stage of action. Their cares, 
their anxieties, their domestic loves, and 
their joys will have become a lost and for- 
gotten history, and the hearts upon which 
they are written will have mouldered into 
dust, but if they have served the Lord, 
when that family circle is completely dis- 
solved upon earth it will be reunited in 
heaven. Heaven is the Christian's home, 
the eternal dwelling place   of   the   chil- 

dren of God. There all is perfect peace 
and uninterrupted harmony forever more. 
There we shall meet with kindred ones who 
have been favored with an earlier call to 
glory. 

"No lingering look no parting sigh 
Our future meeting knows, 

There friendship beams from every eye, 
And love immortal glows." 

The Psalmist says, "The wicked shall 
be turned into hell and all the nations 
that forget God." If we consult the 
scriptures we shall find that God has dis- 
played his justice in many instances by 
the punishment of sinners. 

The rebel angels were expelled from 
heaven, they arc the marks of the justice 
of God. Sin caused our first parent to 
be cast out from paradise, the earth curs- 
ed for his sake, the man was doomed to 
severe labor. Thorns and thistles shall 
the earth bring forth to thee. "In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou cat bread,.till 
thovi return unto the ground." God sent 
him forth from the garden of Eden to till 
the ground from whence he was taken. 
The woman doomed to multiplied sor- 
rows ; trouble, sickness, and death, like a 
mighty flood, to overwhelm mankind. 

When mankind had multiplied upon the 
face of the earth sin increased. Wicked- 
ness became so great and increased to 
such an extent that God Almighty could 
no longer forbear, but opened the win- 
dows of heaven and poured universal de- 
struction on a guilty world. 

God does not always execute immedi- 
ate justice upon every transgressor. Be- 
cause sentence against an evil work is not 
always immediately executed, the hearts 
of men are fully set in them to do evil. 
How long, 0 Lord, shall the wicked tri- 
umph. They are spared sometimes as in- 
struments of public good, but the present 
is a state of probation. God is giving 
them time, and time for repentance ; if 
they repent not, his arm that delays to 
strike will fall with a heavier blow hereaf- 
ter, and patience abused will aggravate 
the future punishment. 

Jesus says, "In my father's house are 
many mansions, if it were not so I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I goto prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also." 

The Psalmist says, "Thou will shew me 
the path of life ; in thy presence is full- 
ness of joy ; at thy right hand are pleas- 
ures forever more." 

OBEDIENCE is better than sacrifice, be- 
cause true obedience only comes after all 
has been sacrificed. 


